| =_CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION, PUBLISHER 


Bert Guerin, Editor © 
= PeEMAY, 1975 


May Day means "Help" to those in distress. But 
it is also synonymous with a relief from the tensions 
brought on by the long and dreary winter months. The 
first of May is a time of high hope and optimism---a. 
time when we are most emotionally ready to "lick the 
world" and least in need of help. The coming of May 
means watching for the first robin, buds on branches, 
ferns unfurling, and daffodil spikes reaching for the 

sky---a solid reassurance that life continues even in 
Cer a Blanket of snow. 


winter months drag on into spring, there seems to be little 
as beginning of new life or May flowers. The days lengthen, 
eround remains brown aus ea trees stay barren. People make 
"when the ice'll go out," fishing season isn't open yet, 
Are Still in. the aoe steges, it seems the mud will never 

| tempers shorten. It is no wonder that the first of May 
7 of festivities to greet the new tender green shoots of 
joyous revelation. 


ago, in the Roman Empire, 
esived for agricultural 
ility rites, surrounded 
taboos, and idol wor- 
a were lit in 


the Maypole and the 
festival became very 
ar---wild, in fact. Y 
the Middle Ages, every-* 
tPeouL on thes irstloft 
orning, "to fetch the 

3 fresh" or "go a-Maying," 
awthorn blossom was brought 


2a deck ene Pecks and became 


-May-Day IN THE CountRY 


In the early 17th century, when some people began to object Pei 
immorality in Znglsnd, the ambiguity of the times was ex Pi esae by 
lyric poet Robert Herrick. 

! . 


Can such delights be in the street, 

And open fields, and we not see 4? 

Come, we’ll abroad; and let’s obey, 

The proclamation made for May. ‘ 

And sin no more, as we have done, ef 
by staying, 

But,.my Corinna, come, let’s go 
_a-Maying. 


The May Day celebration has taken place in European countries f 
centuries, and the custom carried to the United States in Colonial 
times by some forerunners of our "hippies." In 1628, at Merrymount 
(now Quincy, Mass.) a group of anti-Puritans erected an 80-foot f 
tree with a pair of buck's horns nailed at the top. Rhymes and v 
depicting the mood of the big bash were stuck on the pole. Men cand — 
women alike let their hair down, literally. They dressed in gaudy. 
costumes, red and yellow beads dangled on their chests, flower ga 
snaked between the dancers. Music of primitive lineage was beaten 
on crude instruments amidst howling and laughter. There was as 
fruity odor wafting from their cups. They worshipped about the 
Maypole, drinking and phe at and "carryin' “on somethin’ aevruL” 
many days. 


A certain Gov. John Endecott felt obligated 
to exercise his authority and put an end to this 
folly. vYhereby (so the report goes) he cut down 
the idol Maypole with his sword. Henceforward 
the poor merrymakers trailed (or stadgered) off 
into the woods, never to be heard of again. 


i 
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Since tne Puritans were so dead set against 
May-day merriment, its celebration never becane 
popular ‘in the United’ States, ~1U ls eaio there 
in 1687, another Maypole was erected in Charles- 
town and promptly cut down. 


The State of Maine has a custom which is . 
unigue to the State. Children in certain parts of Maine present the 
neighbors with May-baskets. One wonders how May baskets crept into 

custons of a.country whose heritage laid a strict taboo on the ce 
bration of this day. 


Anyway, nine women and children make them, fill them with cand 
and present them to friends. They are created from oblong boxes, 
square berry Set oatmeal boxes, and milk cartons, and covered 
crepe and tissue paver. Decorative effects are made with ear” 
paper flowers, ruffles, scissor Ss fringe, braided handles, 
fluttering ribbon 1S Baskets take the form of elaborate cornuco 
miniature nee Resin tend oat birds! Seen ay eee nae une ] 
brellas. 


he ghivawen hand the basket On Va .door ening: ne bell, ae 
avay---trying to escape a kiss from the recipient. Charming! 
Thy not give May baskets and maybe even dance around a Maypole? 
do obey the "proclamation mace for May!" 
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in eR cee ererauats eae were “many saw millage fips you will 
» the map below, the Box mill is located across from the number > 
ch is the present location of the North School. The first in- 
we find of this Box mill is on the 1858 map and it is located 
e brook where the present Rectory of St. Brendan's stands. 

- was fed by two ponds south of Farm Street where there is a 
located now. Both ponds are shown on maps from 1858 to 1888 


e@ Box factory was owned and opera .ted by Nenry Howard. Sometime 
.853 he neeenlees, the property where the Church tonne and had a 
Eye 0: ie Besta Ag Le USsode rant through to 1888, this building 
‘red to, as the H. ea Box Mfy. | 

e problem exists nowever. From the series of maps, there is a 
fe toewhiech side of the brook the factory was located on. The 
3 and a detailed map of 1876 for North Bellinoham all show the 
on the oath side of the brook. However on the lardqe maps of 
1888 the building is p'’aced on the North side. The detziled 
\76 shows two buildings as box factories. 


h of the Box mill.was a saw mill on Stall Brook, which in all 
ase furnished the lumber used in making the Hotes, These boxes 
OSES a | eee Of Bokean ane ie camepe in See, area. Just over 


Zoward was assessed for a Box Mill, Engine and machinery. 
value was set at $900, for the same. The reports for 1879 
list only the box shop w thout machinery. It appears that 
burning of the Fairbanks boot shop in 1875 that Howard ended 
making activities. + 


t is believed that the water from the brook may have supplied 
yer as well as being used for the boiler as oward had a steam 
Howard died on September 25th, 1889 at te age of 85 years, 
and seven davs. 
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STREET INDEX 
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Letters- 


From Florence (“‘hite) Bennett 
College Park, Naryland, 
I remember coinc with my Grandfather on his fish wagon on 
day. I could go with him on’ that Gay eas at took only @ halt aaua 
cover his route to Caryville. I remember we used to take sandwic 
with us and when we got to the end of the route, there was a mill on 
one side of the road and a large farm on the other side. On the cor- 
ner of this farm there was a beautiful spring. ‘Te would set there 
.@at our lunch and get water from the spring. The bakery wagon wou 
come along about that time and Grandpa would always let me pick o1 
whatever fancy pastry I desire’?, and that will allways be remembere 
as the most wonderful pastry ever. ‘Je would then go b-ck home and 
hitch the horse onto the "Democrat “Taqdon", 
as they were called in those days. ‘te would 
then go to the depot and pick up the barrels 
of fresh fish which were sent to him from 
Boston. I remember helping him unpack, clean 
and repack it all in ice in his iceboxes, 
There would also be smoked saimon and herring, 
also boxes of the saltiest, crispiest crackers 
I have ever eaten. Oh, yes, and Grandpa would 
always have a freezer of hand churned ice 
cream in one of the ice boxes. 


I used to go to Thayers Store for the 
grandmother. I remember all the bcoxes of 2S 
on display. One day, I guess I was about nine years ee or oe 
the sale sign ‘Gn the.cockies read, "3"lbs. for 25e) Fi thought it wo 
be nice to igettS lbs aliiedige ferent. All of a sudden it hit me thats 
would cost me a penny more than usual as they normally sold for 8¢ 
pound. I asked Mr. Thayer about it and he got a big laugh out of 
mistake and said "By Jove you are right, I'll have to fix that rig 
away" and he qave me a bag of penny candy. I always loved to sav 
pennies for a pickle from the pickle -marrel] at the setoren au 
loved it there as it was an interesting place to go; everyone cam 
and said "Hello" to everyone else, talking about crops, weather, 
grange, etc.---a very friendly world. 


There were also Summer days spent on Uncle Carroll F. “thite's 
I enjoyed watching him atwork on Nis blacksmith se forge, shoeing § 
ses, or pe RAT carriage wheels and various pieces of iron work each 
its beautiful patterns. ris 

My brother, Zdwin Monsen ‘white, lives with ney and he enjoys” 
paper very much. He and I recall when we used 
on the graves of the soldiers on Memorial Day and Tegan to Mr. [- 
(Herb Stewart) play "Taps" I rem nember how proud we were to march 
a soldier and put flowers on tne graves. | 


at recall my father had a Ste ‘nley Steamer and everv Sunday we 

ride from Medway to Bellingham and back. All of a suaden the 
would catch fire, we would jump off the c»r and s start throving s: 
he fire to put'it out. Roads were all sand in those boat dale 


Some sixty-five years ago, we Symmes girls moved to Bellingnhar 

our parents, and lived on a Farm on High St. We graduated from 
Center School, attended the Baptist Church, and took part in Oyster 
rs and Socials at the Town Hall. Your pzper brings back many 

7 memories. May you have continued success. with the publication. 


_ Eva S. Darling Millis, Mass 
‘ ° ? 25f—0—— 

Thank you very, very much for the Crimpville Comments. My famil 
cended from Welcome Cook. Took my youngest grandson to see the 
Ballou Meetinghouse (This was just before the Meetinghouse bur- 
). One of his ancestors---Cook---was a deacon there. Jonathan sat 
n on several of the benches. He was about eight at the time, now 
be 21, he doesn't even recall going! Hope you learn a lot more 
> what went on years ago so as to pass it on." | 


| Leona PHomae Woonsocket, R.I. 

. ST to ——_— 

ne evening after a play rehearsal I volunteered to take an old 

me on North Main St., then back again to Depot street which was 

Boyein those days. o“Pushing" along at what must Have been a 

c speed of about 20 miles per hour (there were no speedometers 

e old Model T's). Suddenly and without warning the car slid on 

and and literally jumped over into the ditch, leaning non-chalant- 

fainst a birch tree. Unable to drive it out, “7 was forced to walk 
o the old gent's house anid plead with him to help me get the car 

the ditch with his horse. Reluctantly he harnessed his horse 

@ walked back a mile to where I was stuck. Got me out all right 

had to walk back again another mile while I drove home, humi- 

ad and embarrassed to think that in an effort to be generous Ee vhad 

ot trouble than ae was worth. I nae proved that sometimes 


_ Anonymous Old Timer who purchased a Motel T Roadster in 1926 

ne 
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t Along The Line 

i Years ago, a local Railroad Co 
granted a lease of land which carried 
with it a permit from the Board of 
Health giving the lessee the right 
to keep a pig. A year later when 
the Board of Health notified this 
man that the permit to keep the pig 
had expired they received the fol- 
lowing reply: . 


‘Friends 
it fine when things are going 


y-turvy and askew 
over someone showing 


it good when life seems dreary 
nd your hopes about to end, 

to feel the handclasp cheery 

"a fine old loyal friend? 


"Dear Board of Helt: Thank you 
for tole me my permit to keep a pig 
have expire. I want to tole you my 
pig have beat you to it. He apa nae 
tree week ago," 


! one fellow to another 
eans a lot from day to day, 
ems we're living for each other 
In a friendly sort of way. 


‘ ” 


Any story that is true, 
When a smile or cheerful greetin’ oat hie 


ane ra . Oran incident that’s new 
SEND IT IN w 
Means so much to fellows sore, Aer ou We a Mate 20 ee eos yeas 
If you have a bit of news, j Send it in. 
ms we ought | to keep repeatin’ Senditin, = Never mind about the style; 
| es an’ praises more an’ more.’ 99 Tale o joke that will amuse, If the news is worth the while 
: Senditin. — It may help or cause a smile, 
Send it in. 


PUBLIC NOTICE yk ane a 
| . 


BELLINGHAM'S CELEBRATION OF Jul ; | °) | 


A reenactment of a Country Fair 
Ouly 3° ands 4, i975 


Thursday night events: 


Chicken bar-b-cue & clambake 
square dancing 
Concert & Singalong 


Fireworks 
Friday - all day - events: 


Old fashion country fair 
Location: High school grounds 


SSeS SSSSSSSSSSnSsSsUSPSSNTSSSUSSENSSESSENESSSSSSESD 
We have lost America forever. 


The Whig Gazette, 1776. 


SEAT AA EH TSE ET a LE EW PEE ERE ET ES LR SD 


The Bicentennial of what? 

A revolution! 
What\is!a revolution? It's 2a” 
massive upheaval of the social, 
political and economic institu-. 
tions of a society —- and that 
is exactly what happened 200 
years ago in this country. 


ents gaat bt 
; BELLINGHAFi BICENPEN: WL AL 


“America, Love It or Leave It" 


baer 


America, Love It or Leave It 


During the American Revolution, 
thousands of wealthy Tories w ape 
deported out of this country. 
Their lands were confiscated. 

Their properties were redistri 
among the people. 


In case you're wondering where — 


came from, it came from the Le Se 
American Revolution. The slogan 
then was “America, Love It or 
Nova Scotia." That is what thejae 
rebels had to say to the rich 
people as they departed. 


There is only one way to celebrat 
the bicentennial of a revolutio. 
democracy, for individual sov 
for a sense of shared community 
and that is a new grassroots revo 
tionary movementec. © | Ver alae 
Finally, it is time for Americans — 
across this land to begin to stand 
up once again for gabe hs 


Declaration of Independence. _ 
time for people to pledge. their 
mitment to, the Bill of Righter 
the Constitution, and to era 2 
voice heard. | 


COMMISSION BROADSIDER 


